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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

June 28th 
12:30-1:30 pm Carol Tit-
comb, Fellowship Project 
Update @ MEB 301 

July 4th 
Independence Day, MEB 
Closed 

July 8th 
8-9 am Grand Rounds @ 
Queens Medical Center with 
Ka‘imi Sinclair 

July 12th 
3-5:30 pm Mala Lapa‘au @ 
JABSOM Garden  

July 15th 
Noon- 2pm Hulili Publishing 
Lunch and Learn @ MEB 301 

July 28th 
Summer Reseach Interns 
(SRI) Presentataions, 
Location TBA 

July 30th 
DNHH annual Picnic, 
Location, TBA
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Congrats Imi Grads!
Te Imi Ho‘ola Post-Baccalaureate Program celebrated the 

accomplishments of the 2010-2011 class with their annual completion ceremony 
held on June 3rd. 

Dr. Carlos Abeyta,  an Imi alumnus,  spoke at the ceremony of his 
appreciation of the program and how he “wouldn’t be here” without Imi. He 
currently practices internal medicine in Hilo, a community which desperately 
needs primary care physicians. 

Imi has helped over 200 physicians, almost half of them Native 
Hawaiians, discover their path to medical school. Tis year’s graduates included 
Kyle Watanabe, Kaimana Chow, Aldrich Alden Ricalde, Emmanuel de Jesus, 
Genia Taitano and Steven Gonsalves. Tese students have come from all over 
the state to be a part of this program. Te students represent diverse and 
disadvantaged backgrounds, originating from Northern 

Announcing the new NHCOE website! 
www.hawaii.edu/nhcoe 

Newly designed with the help of Pacific Design Partners 
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Kamehameha Schools Visit 
By Sachi Kaulukukui and Kehau Bishaw 

Beginning in 2006 Kamehameha Schools 
(KS) Kapalama has brought their Biology students 
to JABSOM in hopes of inspiring young minds to 
become homegrown healers.  Tis year the Human 
Physiology and Athletic Training students were 
added, increasing the diversity of students being 
exposed to health care careers. 

First order of the day is Ho’okipa.  Te KS 
students do an ‘oli kahea (calling chant), asking 
permission to enter.  Representing JABSOM and 
the DNHH staf present, Kehau Bishaw responds 
with an ‘oli kono (invitation chant) and ‘oli aloha 
(welcome chant).  

Hosted by Native Hawaiian health care professionals, students experienced the 
highlights of medicine by practicing the Hawaiian educational concept, Ma ka hana ka 
‘ike (In the doing one learns).  Dr. Marjorie Mau, assisted by Kimberly Kaohi,  exposed 
students to biomedical research careers as she shared about her work with diabetes and 
Native Hawaiians.  Application of this knowledge was re-enforced as blood glucose 
screenings were conducted on students. 

Dr. Kamaka demonstrates 
medical technique to students. 

He hau‘oli ka ukali o ka lanakila 
Gladness follows in the wake of victory. 



program on July 19th. 

DNHH SPORTS 
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Mariana Islands, Moloka‘i, Maui, and O‘ahu. Tey 
come together during the year-long curriculum in 
order to take one step closer to reaching their goal to 
become physicians. 

Abeyta’s advise 
to Imi grads was to, 
“never forget this gif 
you have been given, 
this entrance into 
medicine you have 
now earned. Being a 
physician is the best job 
in the world.” 

Congrats class 
of 2011. And welcome 
new Imi Ho‘ola 
students, who begin the 

Imi Ho‘ola means ‘those who 
seek to heal’ in Hawaiian which 

is represented in their logo 

Photo by the Hawaii Institute 
of Healing Arts 

All work and no play is no way to stay active. Being 
athletic is an important part of keeping mental as well as 
physical health at its peak. We want to recognize those in 
the department that go above and beyond excersizing to 
competitive sports this past month.  
We want to congradulate Claire Townsend, who placed 
3rd in the Clemente Paiaina Regatta on June 4th for pad-
dling. 
Also, due for congratulations is Nobumi Nakamura who 
won the local tournament and will be going to the Sum-
mer National Senior Games  for badminton. More than 

Drs.  Dee-Ann Carpenter, Sasha Fernandes and 
Martina Kamaka held a clinical skills session complete with 
lab coats and medical instruments.  Students experienced the 
roles of physician and patient listening to heartbeats, checking 
refexes, breathing exercises and modeled good doctor/patient 
interaction.  

Clinical Psychologist Dr. Noelani Perreira shared her 
experiences working with local families on the Big Island.  
Each student was directed to stand, state their full name, and 
explain the origin of their names thus empowering them to be 
proud of where they came from. Dr. Perreira emphasized that 
kama’āina patients respond better to doctors and clinicians from 
their communities, confrming the need for more homegrown 
healers.  A special mahalo to  KS teacher Justin Culley for his 
kokua in organizing this event. 

New Student Interns 
We welcome four undergraduate/post-

baccalaureate students to this year’s Summer Research 
Internship (SRI) Program sponsored by the Department 
of Native Hawaiian Health.  Te students will each 
be working with a mentor from the department on 
a research topic relevant to Native Hawaiian health 
as well as participate in didactics, clinical shadowing 
experiences, and cultural activities.  Te 8-week program 
will culminate with the students presenting their projects 
at the end of July. 

 Te students, their mentors, and projects 
are:  Britney Quibelan is being paired with Dr. Kaimi 
Sinclair on evaluation of the Partners in Care Diabetes 
self-management program; Dr. Dee-Ann Carpenter is 
mentoring Brooks Mitchell on a cultural competency 
project; Leimomi Kanagusuku is working with NHCOE 
Fellow, Dr. Kawika Liu, on data collection and analysis 
for a study on epigenetics and cardiovascular disease 
in Native Hawaiians; and Ashley Morisako is teaming 
up with NHCOE Fellow, Dr. Jamie Boyd,  to develop 
a college-level, garden-based food science and human 
nutrition study.  

In addition to these four SRI program students, 
we welcome three interns who will be working with 
Dr. Marjorie Mau at the Center for Native and Pacifc 
Health Disparities this summer – Jessie Hozaki, Vanlu 
Madarame, and Jocelyn Ko. 

Congratulations Dr. Martina Kamaka 
for winning NHCOE’s 

‘Name This Newsletter’ contest! 
“Nū Oli o NHCOE” means good or glad 10,000 athletes from all 50 states and several foreign coun-

tries will compete in more than 800 events at 14 diferent tidings from the Native Hawaiian 
locations in and around Houston. Good luck Nobumi! Center Of Excellence. 
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